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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, { 
For MARCH, 1796. 


FRANCE. 


HE accounts that we have received for fome time con™ 
cerning France have been, as ufual, fomewhat contra 
ditory. Nor is this to be wondered at. Not only are the 
individuals, from whom the reports originate, fwayed by difs 
ferent paflions and interefts, but even men of perfect candour 
and fincerity, and who have no other views than thofe of 
truth, are exceedingly liable to be deceived in the eftimates 
they form of the actual condition, fentiments, and defigns, of 
a people fo numerous, fo verfatile, fo corrupt, and, in propor= 
tion to their corruption, open to the influence of intrigue and 
faction, Were France a kingdom ot {mall or but moderate 
extent, were the French a fteady, fimple, and honeft people, it 
might be poffible to form fome probable judgment concerning 
the conduct they would hold at the prefent crifis. 

As peace is, beyond all doubt, their intereft ; their intereft, 
even if they were to place their fupreme intereft in political 
power and grandeur ; fo it might be pretty certainly predicted, 
that pacific councils would prevail in the great aflembly of the 
nation, Peace would heal up her wounds, revive agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce; confolidate her government in 
fome form or other; and place in her hands, as heretofore, 
the balance of the greater part of Europe. The juvenile ar- 
dour of a nafcent republic would carry her on, by aa rapid 
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progreffion, in a {plendid carcer of various improvement; and 
a large inereafe of wealth and of knowledge would render her 
capable of the greateft atchievements of war; if, indeed, ia 
that progrefs towards the perfection of human nature which 
was the grand prieciple on which her philofophers fet out in 
the revolution, the fhould not attain to fo much wifdom as to 
be perfuaded, that there is a degree of national glory, as well 
as of filicity, fuperior far to what is to be procured by force 
of arms. 

In’the natural courfe of events, the Netherlands would be 
united, in fome fhape or other, and by fome means or other, 
with France ; and her empire, bounded only by the Alps, the 
Pyrences, the Rhine, and the Ocean, might form an? execute 
grander defigns than any that were ever executed, or even 
conceived, by the greateft Emperors; defigns, not of political 
ambition and conqueft; not of {ftupendous pyramids, or 
mountains and rocks fhaped into fantattic forms by millions of 
hahds in the lapfe of ages; but defigns of philofophy, for the 
general comfort of mankind, and the aggrandifement of hu- 
man nature, 

But if, on the other hand, the National Affembly fhould 
perfevere in the war, the refources of the nation, though 
great, yet annually diminifhed, muft fail at laft ; if the ene- 
mies of France thould alio refolve to perfevere in the ftrug- 
gle. ‘They have been fuccefsful io the firit years of the war ; 
as always has been, and always muft be the cafe, where a 
whole, or a great part of a people, marches forth to war, into 
the territories of their neighbours. Ticy find fupplies in thofe 
territories for a time; bur, when thefe are exhauited, they are 
under a neceflity of either advancing or retreating. If they 
advance, they weaken their body by dilatation, and they pre- 
fent numberlets advantages over them to their enemies, whofe 
armies on the fronticrs formed but a {mall part of their popu- 
lation, If they rétreat into their own country, they cannot 
long make head againft conftant aad active affailants, unlefs 
it can be tuppoled that it is poflible to carry on perpetual war 
with their molt powerful neighbours, and, at the fame time, 
afford a fafficient number of hands for agriculture, and a cer- 
tain portion, too, of the neceflary manufactures and com- 
merce. It would be confidered, too, by the French nation, 
were they guided by good fenfe and pure intentions, that con- 
ftant war muft throw them, fooner or later, into the hands of 
the army, or, which is the fame thing, a junto of jeading men 
ia their ailembly, who influence and direct the army. Some- 
thing 
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thing very like this has happened already. It was by means 
of the army that the National Aflembly, that is, the ruling 
party inthe National Affembly, controlled the Parifians, and 
the citizens of other large cities, and continued their power 
by the re-ele@tion of two-thirds of their numbers. 

Such are the reflections that, in our judgment, would occur 
to a fober and fenfible people: Such are not the French, 
And, to conje€ure concerning the conduct of fuch arrogant, 
bizarre, and infuriated beings, is difficult ; though entirely to 
abitain from all conjecture, is impoffible. The fovereign 
power of France, at the prefent moment, feems to be lodged 
in a collufion, or coalition, between the leaders of the Na- 
tional Aflembly and the army. The aflembly have paid the 
army nobly, and they will continue to pay them, if not with 
paper, with plunder, ‘The army, in return, have done every 
thing for the National Aflembly. This mutual complaifance 
may continue during the war; but, on the conclufion of a 
peace, it muft come to a period, Then it mutt be decided 
with which party the benefit of this combination is to remain 
at laft. This is not our prefent queftions though it be, toa 
certain degree, connected with it. Our prefent inquiry is, 
how far the paffions and interefts of the Executive Govern~ 
ment of France, including the Dire@ory and the army, will 
probably incline them to the continuance of war, or the refto- 
ration of peace? [t occurs, at firft fight, that the voice of the 
army muit be ftill for war. But if we fhould reafon from 
moft other armies to the army of the republic, we might fa'l 
into an error. In ‘moit other armies military ideas prevail 
over civil; inthe French army civil ideas prevail over mili- 
tary. Both officers ani men may maturally be fuppofed to 
wiih for a return into the bofom of their families and their 
country, and there enjoy in tranquillity the honours and the 
rewards of their fervices. A certain degi¢e of compenfation, 
we under(tand, is decreed even to the privates. And employ- 
ment may be provided for them in the conftrution of har- 
bours, canals, and other public works, until ¢ demand for Ja- 
bour grow out of peace and returning commerce. 

Or the whole it is our opinion, that, in the French army, 
military ideas do not yet predominate over thofe of patriotifm 
and civil liberty; although they might probably be found to 
predominate at laft: A confideration that Mould induce the 
civil powers of France to make peace, on any reafonable 
crmis, as faft as poflible. 
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But, on the other hand, tie minifters of France, if they 
were to make peace, would undoubtedly lofe their places; for 
it is fcarcely to be fuppofed that they could, in their prefent 
circumftances, make fuch a peace as would fatisf, the national 
vanity and ambition fo completely as to fhield them from all 
the arrows of embittered rivals. Suppofing them, however, 
to poflefs fo great a degree of virtue as to facrifice private 
ambition and intereft, and the attachment too of their nume- 
rous creatures depending on war, would it be poffible, without 
the external preflure of war, to retain fuch materials as the 
French, in any form, or fimilitude to a form, of civil govern- 
ment? 

It has been affirmed, by many political writers profoundly 
verfant in hiftory, that every extenfive republic muft be a 
conquering power ; becaufe, if it does not expend itfelf with- 
out, it muit be deftroyed within, by its own internal aétion. 
And it is faid by others, that if ever there was a republic in 
capable, by nature, of internal peace, without external coms 
preffion, itis France ; the nurfe of apes and tygers. 

Certain it is, that with many excellent qualities, the French 
nation inherit great ambition and great confidence in their 
own powers; or, in harfher terms, great arrogance and {clf- 
conceit. In private converfation it is a wonder to find two 
Frenchmen, and a perfeét miracle to fiad three Frenchmen, 
agreed on anyone point. And, if any thing is to be under- 
taken, every one is for being the conductor or manager. Each 
lays hold on the helm, and commits the labouring oar to his 
neighbour. If, therefore, peace is ever to be reftored to France, 
it is perhaps to {pring out of a general fatiety and abhorrence of 
the prefent fyftem, that has hitherto produced nothing at home 
but crimes, diflenfions, diforder, and mifery. And even now, 
after all their vi@tories, and the aflimilation of their conftitu- 
tion to that of America, the prediction of Calonne, * that 
they would return on their fteps to monarchy through an 
ocean of blood,’’ may yet be verified. It may reafonably be 
prefumed, that the pation of the French nation for a republi- 
can form of government has, in fome meafure, abated 5 and it 
is far from being improbable that a time may come when there 
may be a general reflux towards monarchy. If fo, may it be 
a limited monarchy ! and fuch, had Calonne’s principles pre- 
vailed, they might already have had, 

Although we cannot praife admiaiftration any more than 
any of the allies, in the conduct o! the war, yet we hefitate not 
to declare, that we do not fee how it is poflible to make peace 
with 
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with the French unlefs they be willing to abandon their con- 
guefts on the Rhine. 

The conclufion of fuch a peace would ultimately, and at no 
great diftance of time, exalt the naval power of France over 
that of Great Britain,—But another confequence of fuch an 
event would threaten us, more immediate and more tremen- 
dous. Shou!d a war unnecefflary in its origin, in the opinion 
of fome, and imprudent in its condu€t in that of more, be 

followed by a peace inglorious and pregnant with lofs and 
danger in the judgment of all; could the taxes necefiary ia 
order to wind up the arrears of {uch a war be impofed and ccl« 
le&ed with perfect eafe and fafety ? Rather than make fucha 
peace, it would feem to be’exp-dient to continue the war at all 
azards.—And, now that we have ended where we fhould have 
begun, in naval war, and have the advantage of avery able and 
afive naval minifter, we may carry oa war, at lefs expence 
than formerly, and with greater advantage. Though the ree 
fources of the Freach, according to our conftant and confident 
prediction, have furvived their affignats, they are not altogether 
inexhauftible.—By delays in the accomplifhment of the beft 
founded predictions men are fometimes led to confider them as 
delufions. Thus, pcople confined by bad weather are apt to 
cry out that it will never be fair.—Let us beware of a fimilar 
error. 

But it will be faid, that, if we fhallbe obliged to make an 
unfafe and inglorious peace after more aud more efforts and ex 
pences, the dangers above alluded to, on winding up arrears, 
will only be the greater. Thisistrue: And, therefore, it muft 
be owned, that our fituation is fingularly arduouss—We thall 
conclude, from the whole of the cafe, thatin war there is yet a 
ray of hope, in an inglorious peace nothing but the darknels of 
defpair. 

The queftion of peace or war being {till uppermoft ia our 
minds, we catt our cyes over the Aujlrian Netherlands, and the 
Seven United Provinces 5 iw waich countries we are ftruck 
with two appearances that feem to indicate oppofite intentions. 
The devaltation cf the Netherlands by the French *, like that 
of the Welt India iflands, feems toindicate a defpair of being 
able to preferve them: While the eftablifhment of the 
Batavian Convention looks as if they ftill perfevered in the 

deliga 


* They laid the inhabitants under fevere contribution, and 
carried off every thing, even to the tools of induitry and 
agriculture. 
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defign of bounding their empire on the caft only by the 
ocean. 
» FP. AL 
We have not in the courfe of the prefent month heard of any 
thing of importance from this kingdom. Although Spain has 
made peace with France, is jeal ous of the Britif 





h power at fea, 
and meditates, perhaps, a defign of combining her fleet with 
that of France, fhe is, in the mean time, not a dad ally to Eng- 
land, as the fends from two tothree millions annually for manu- 
factures, with which, before the war, fhe was fupplied from 
France.—-We now alfo enjoy the largeft fhare in the trade 
from Turkey 

In /taly, the King of Sardinia feems to be wavering be- 
tween peace and watr.—The ports of Corfica are opened to 
the Algerines, who are to be confidered as an ally of an import- 
ance that bears akind of proportion to that kingdom. 





GERMAN Y. 

The Emperor lays heavy taxes on the church. This is 
egually juft and judicious. His family have long protected 
the church, and {till protects it. This impoft will enable him 
to defend it by his arms. It ferves to protect them alfo in 
another way. Itcuts off the means of juxury and debauchery, 

which are grcat enemies to the influence of religion, A poor 
prarcanty is a pure church. We humbly advife, not only the 
churches of Germany, but alfo thofe of Italy, to Jay their 
wealth at the feet of the Aultrians. If they do not, this, as 
fure as tae Pope is in Rome, will one day invite the rapacity of 
the French infidels, 

Sweden and Denmark have recognized the French republ.c. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Admiral Chriftian’s feet have at laf fet fail with a fair 
wind 5 and the thips, with troops on board, that parted fron 
him, five months azo, have arrived fafely, ang turned the tide 
of tortane in St. Vincent’s, 

Our commercial profperity, at prefent, is great beyond ex- 
ample. We enjoy the largett fhare, by far, of the European 
and the American trade, and the whole of that of both the 
Baft and Welt Indies. The immenfe influx of fpecie dimi- 
nithes, in fact, the burthen of national debt, by the gradual de- 
preciation of money. And thisis a fact which we with to 
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hold up to the confideration of the French government and 
people—But France, though almoft ifolated from commerce, 
poflefles advantages of a kind more compacted, folid, aod 
durable, in her united though extenfive, various, and fertile 
lands, in the number, fpirit, and genius, of her people: And 
thisis aconfideration which we wifhtohold upto the cons 
fideration of the people and government of England; that 
each nation contemplating, according to the advice of the 
Apoftle Paul, ** Not his own things only, but alfo thofe of 
others,” may be inclined to make conceffions, in order to 
obtain the jupreme biefling of peace. 

Great defigns are not alwa iys to be meafured, as we have 
often had occation to of ferve, by the common maxims of finan- 
cial and vulgar calculation. Confider what the Emprefs of 
Ruffia has done, and continues to do, with a revenue of no 
more than fix miliions fterling.—When the Scottith projector, 
Law, prope ofed his banking fcheme to Victor Amadaus, King 
of Sardinia, that Prince replied, “ Tam not powerful enough 
togotoruin.” At the bottom of this faying there is a great 

eal of profound political wif{dom.—lIt implies that a nation 
may be powerful enough to fet the common proceedings of 
finance, in a great meafure, at defiance. 


Curious Hiftorical and Defcriptive Particulars refpeéting 
the Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Canara, on the 
Coaft of Malabar. 


{From Moor’s Narrative of the Operations of Captain Little’s 
Detachment. } 


(Concluded from Page 268.) 


Tis not uncommon for people who frequently lefe fowls, or 

any kind of poultry, to fend, fufpecting the thief, to a 
fnake thower, who by piping about the pre: miles, will pre~ 
fently call forth the cobsd de. czpcllo, if there be one, and with 
all imaginable fang froid feize it and pur it ia his bafket, 
defiring no recompence but the fnake for his pains, This 
fpecies is held in hi; gh veneration by both Hindoos and Ma- 
homedans, and Lobenits only to thofe its fuperior ia fize 5 for 
the merits of thefe creatures feem to be meafured by their 
magnitude, and if it were for the reafon before given it 
Would be rational enough, but this does not appear to be the 
motive, 
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motive, for the people who cherifhthefe ftrange companions, 
have not the {malleft apprehenfion of danger. Old fakeers, or 
fuperannuated Hindoos, retired from the buftle of the world, 
frequently nouri‘h in, or about their huts, one of thefe mon- 
ftrous {nakes, which becomes quite domeiticated, and is fup- 
ported by its doating mafter to be the guardian genius of his 
life and fortunes. 

Accidents frequently happening from the bite of this faake, 
it muft be a great gratification to the perfon that difcovers the 
means of preferving the lives of his fellow-creatures, who may 
have the misfortune to be bitten, and {natching them from the 
jaws of death bya method fo fimple, that every perfon is capa- 
ble of procuring and applying it. This has lately been dif- 
covered in any volatile alkali {pirit, which has been proved bya 
variety of cates, to be a fpecific in counteracting the effect of 
this poifon on the fyftem, which it would appear to do by 
ftimuleting the fibres, and preferving the irritability, more than 
in refifting the difeafe of the poifon. 

Eau de luce anfwers as well as the pure cauftie alkali (pirit, 
if, allowing for the effential oils in its compofition that tend 
to diminifh its powers, a larger quantity is adminiftered ; and fo 
long as that retains its milky white colour, when diluted, it is 
fufficiently efficacious. 

So immediate are the effects of this fpecific, that if it is 
given foon after the fubject is bitten, in afew minutes a cure 
will be effected; at any period, if the medicine can be {wal- 
lowed, the mortal effect will be prevented. From fifty to fixty 
drops, or nearly a tea-fpoontul, in a fufficient quantity of water, 
isa dofe, and if given immediately the poifon is received, its 
effects will be prevented; if at a confiderable time after, the 
dole muft be repeated, until the effec is produced. If fome of 
the cauftic alkali be applied on a pledget to tte wound, it will 
heal the fooner. 

As well as againft the bite of this fnake, the volatile alkali 
appears to act .s arepellent to the venom of other kinds, and 
may poffibly be found equally efficacicus againft moft animal 
poifons: At any rate the experiment is worthy of a trial. 
This fpecific was firft made known by Mr. Williams, of Cal- 
Cutta, in the Afiatic Refearches ; whence moft of thefe parti- 
culars are borrowed 5 Vol. II. page 323. Inftances of fuce 
cefstul treatment have alfo occured in Bombay, and one has 
come particularly under our notice : Indeed the medicine was 
never known to fail. As oil is frequently adminiftered as a 
remedy in the bite of fnakes, it may not be unneceflary to 
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caution againft the ufe of it with the volatile alkali, as it blunts 
the ftimulating quality, and renders it ufelefs. 

There are in Canara, and we believe all over India,the cent’« 
pied, whofe bite or fting, like the {corpion’s, is painful, but not 
dangerous. ‘The praétice of cauterizing is in vogue, moftly 
inrheumatic complaints, and fometimes in fevers, Pailebo-. 
tomy is, we believe, all over India, a part of a barber’s 
bufinefs 5 itis generally done in the foot with a razor, We 
have before noticed the Guinea-worm being more frequent in 
this country than any other that we can fpeak of. No other 
complaint occurs to us as prevalent among the Canareefe. 

When the party arsived at Hurry Hal, Mr. Little was cone 
fined to his bed by that fingular diforder, the Guinea worm, in 
India called the naroo, which had attacked his legs very 
feverely : This is a common complaint in the upper country 
more fo, it feems, than near the fea, where, however, it is well 
known, ‘The writer of this narrative fpeaks from painful 
experience, when he fays they are moft troublefome, painful 
companions, Although more frequent inthe upper country, 
we have feen feveral cafes near the feay where on one gen- 
tleman, at one time, we think there were thirtcen: They 
mottly come in the legs, fometimes in the arms, joints of the 
fingers, and once we heard of one in the tongue: The 
part attacked is much {welled and inflamed. The barbers of 
this country are expert at extracting them, by raifing the {kn 
with a razor, before itis broken by the worm, and pulling it 
out ; but in this treatment they are apt to break, when they 
fhortly appear in a different place, with additional pain and ine 
convenience. ‘The ufual treatmentis to wait patiently until 
the worm breaks the {kin, and then with a thread tie it round a 
piece of ftick, or paper, and by frequently turning it, wind the 
worm out alittle ata time ; by thefe means, and keeping it 
conftantly poulticed, an inci or two, or three, may be extracted 
daily, until fix, and fometimes feveral more feet of the worm 
are taken out: But this is atedious method, The eafieft and 
moft expeditious cure, is a green aloe leaf, fplit and applied 
hot as poffible to the parts, and taking internally half an ounce 
of burned garlic daily: In three or four days the worm will die 
in the fleth, and a cure be {pecdily effe&ted. 

Architecture appears the only fcience in which the Canae 
reefe have made any confiderable advancement. Some of 
their pagodas are judicioufly conftruéted, and clegantly or- 
namented ; and by the accounts of the famed city of Annze 
goondy, their excelicnce in this art would feem with reafon to 
claim an acknowledgment. ‘That city is, however, unrivalled 
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by any modern execution. The troubles of their country, of 
late years, when it has almoft always been the feat of war, will 
plead an‘excufe for the inhabitants, in not having turned their 
— to the fofter employments of peace and tranquil- 
ity. 

‘Refinement in mufic befpeaks a degrce of civilization that 
cannot be expeftedin a people fituated like the Canareefe, 
often changing mafters, always fubje& toa foreign yoke, and 
labouring under the difadvantage of frequent ftrife and troubles, 
general and domeftic. Their mufic is indeed barbarous, 
Their wind inftruments refemble the bagpipe, in very unfkil- 
ful hands 3 which with a three ftringed violin-like-thing, tink- 
ling cymbals, and a kind of dram, compofg their concert, and 
produce horrible difcord. 

Poetry, like mufic, flourifhes only among a quiet people, 
tinder a free and fettled government. “This temperate climate, 
blefled with beautiful women, beautiful profpeéts, and a ferene 
fy, fhould take the lead inamatory and paftoral poetics ; but 
fo it is, from the caufes already ftated, and the indolent turn of 
the men, the mufes are entire ftrangers, and Canara’s copper 
coloured beauties muft remain unfung. 

Where neither mufic nor poetry exift to harmonize the foul, 
the polithed attentions of gallantry are of courfe unknown. 

ere the unfecling Canareete fees, without emotion, the lovely 
partner of his bed toiling all day unaffifted in every {pecies of 
domettic drudgery 3 and having prepared his meal, he eats by 
himfelf in fulky filence, and leaves ber to her folitary repaft. 
If they live on the produce of a garden, the labour of cul- 
tivation falls toher fhare: He fitsat home, and itupified with 
opium, deigns not, when fhe returns from her work, one fmile 
of approbation, or one cheering word, to lighten the labour of 
the day. Onajourney, he mounts a bullock; fhe, with a 
child in her arms, pants after him to drive it ; while he regard 
lefs of her fatigue, conceives it not his duty toeafeher of the 
additional load, the produce of the only paflion he appears 
capable of fecling, Wereit not his having enough of the 
animal in himto excite an obfervance of wedded rites, the 
Canareefe might be fuppofed not fufceptible of emotion in the 
prefence of beauty, and marrying from motives of eafe and 
convenience, as void of choice, whether his wife were hand- 
fome or not, 

The females are, we think, lower in ftature than the gene- 
rality of Afiatics, arc remarkable for the fymmetry of their 
perfons, and havea delicate animation in the features of the 

f face, 
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face, that renders them more than ufually attra&tive and in- 
terefting. Black hair, and an eye ‘ black as the raven-tinc= 
tured robe of night,” are univerfal throughout. Afia; and if 
the fair of Canara do not boaft preeminence in the former, to 
the latter they affert that claim ; and their complexion being 
fairer and clearer than moft others, the contrafted blacknefs of 
the eye is more confpicuous, which feems tofwim in a deli« 
cious languor of fuperior brilliancy. 

It is fulpected they are not particularly conftant in connubial 
connexions : This failing, however, if admitted, would not 
bear fevere condemnat:on, were we to confider, that the tic by 
which they are united is feeble, not being drawa clofe by the 
intereft of the heart, and muft be eafily loofened by attention 
and flattery, gratifications to which they are ftrangers 5 their 
novelty will therefore the more powerfully enforce them ; and 
almoft deftitute of the reftraints of education or inftruction, 
thofe prejudices will be of little weight, oppofed to the im- 
pulfe of the conftitution, It is, however, allowed, that when 
removed from the degrading indifference of their flothfal fupe- 
riors, and placed in fituations becoming their fex, they are fully 
fenfible of kindnefs and attention, and none more fufceptible of 
the benign emotions of grateful affetion. 

The cuftom of blackening their tecth with antimony, which 
is prevalent among the female Canareefe, will not for a long 
time, indeed never, appear a beauty in the eye of a European; 
it will, doubtilels, require a long refidence among them, ere he 
will be at all reconciled to a practice fo apparently uxnatural, 
That the cuftom is in fo much repute is greatly to be lamented, 
as the females who have not complied with it, are as much ta 
be admired for the beautiful enamel of their teeth, as thofe in 
any parcof India. It is not,however, the talte or blame of 
the younger ones, as the ceremony genefally takes place, whea 
the unfortunate viclim to this barbarous cuftom is ata very 
early age. We have had opportunities of remonftrating with 
the parents on the folly of it, but with very little effet. The 
argument they ule, is, that it preferves the tecth 5 and truly it 
may be ajuft one ; for we have frequently {een the fable rows 
of aged matrons quite perfect and good; it is, morcover, 
thought a beaury, 

The men again are in the oppofite extreme ; as by the im- 
moderate quantity of chuna they chew with their beetel, the 
enamel is corroded, and their teeth are brought to a premature 
decay ; fo thata man with good teeth is as tare to be feen asa 
woman with bad, 
2X 2 
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The Severity of a Pennfylvanian Winter exemplified. 


To the PRIN TER. 
SIR, February 24, 1796. 


NTENSE and uncomfortable as the winter of 1794-5 
was (and I fincerely hope we thal] not foon experience 
fuch another ), it muit be allowed that the inhabitants of Eng- 
land have but little reafon to complain, when we remember 
that the Ruffians, Germans, and Americans, feldom have a 
milder, and how often they fuffer much more dreadful cold 
during winter, which not only benumbs their faculties, but 
deprives them in many inftances of allemployment. Let our 
prefent weather be compared with what moft probavly the 
the Ruffians and the Northern States of America are now en- 
during from cold ; and what Engliihman but will feel bimtelf 
happy in the comparifon! An idea of a Pennfylvanian winter 
may be formed from the following account of a ride of 
37 miles in the year 1780. 

At fix o’clock in the morning of the 1ft of January, four 
ladies, one gentleman, and myfelf, in two phztons, (that which 
I was in was driven by a Negro man, the other by a gentie- 
man), left Philadelphia for Potts ‘owa, 37 miles from the 
former. The morning was fuch, that all the powers of na- 
ture feemed frozen; the wind was hufhed, “ the rack ftood 
itill,”” each blade of grafs was crifped, every effort of vegeta- 
tion was fulpended, and the earth prefented a furface folid as a 
rock ; in few words, the thermometer was many degrecs. be~ 
low o, There was every fymptom of an approaching {now- 
ftorm. As we pafled Market-ftreet, our attention to ousleives 
was withdrawn by a tremendous fire; it was the houfe occu- 
pied by the French Minilter in flames. About eleven o’clock 
it began to {now, but not fo as to be very dilagreeable. At 
two wereached the inn at which we were to dine, half our 
journey done; where the warmth of an enormous fire fo ex- 
hilarated the {pirits of the company, that, in dehance o' the 
admonitions of the prudent pert of the fet, a handfome dinner 
was ordercd to be fet down; which was not eaten and paid 
for till half paft four. By this time the {now fell thick, the 
wind was high, and the cold intolerable. Every expedient 
was adopted to make us as comfortable as pofible; a large 
ftone, heated and wrapped in woollen cloths, laid at our feet, 
was much depended on as a fovereign antidote to the cold; 
but, alas ! it was made too hot, it burnt thraugh its covering, 
and 
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and we fent it hifing through the fnow tothe road, With 
much difficulty we arrived at Perkioming creek, 22 miles 
from Philadelphia, a ream about the fize of the river Trent. 
Its rapidity prevents its being firmly frozen in all parts. 
Where the road croffes it, as tnere was no bridge, the ice had 
been broken fo as to admit a carriage to ford it. Here our 
misfortunes began. [twas nearly night ; and, the wind and 
{now increafing, it was fettled that we fhould walk acrofs the 
creek, while the carriages thould be got over as well as cir- 
cumftances would admit. Our driver fucceeded: Not fo the 
other; the horfes terrified, and chilled to the heart, refuled to 
take to the water without violence, which made them fo totally 
ungovernable that they fairly difengaged themizlvcs, and left 
the pheton and driver in the utmoit danger amongft the ice: 
The harnefs was nearly torn to pieces Our horfes were 
obliged to drag out the carriage; which was not effc&ted 
without difficulty and danger. Fortunately, however, we at 
laft reached an inn on the bank. Our driver was nearly ex 
haufted by fatigue, and frozen ftiff with his wetting. Uns 
luckily, the lady, whofe fervant he was, gave him tull permif- 
fion to make himlelf com/ortable while the traces of the care 
triage were repaired. And here, had I patience and ability, 
might J enlarge on the ‘olly of relying only on our own judgee 
ment, Contrary to mature experience, good advice, the evi 
deace of our fenfes, and the violence of a fnow-itorm at 
night | Ye, fo it happened, the lady whole carriage we ware 
in would proceed; it was only 1§ miles farther; fhe could not 
anfwer to her father for fleeping on the road in a journey of 
37. miles; therefore, in detiance of the elements in arms, 
laow two feet deep, a road but little frequented, fometimes 
mounted on precipices, and at others dragging down rocks, 
did we afcend the carriage, like other Phatons, to explore un 
known patis be(ct with dangers. 

Our (pirits were not in tne moft exalted ftate; but we ree 
licd on our driver’s knowledge of the road, which he could not 
fee, and on the weather amending, of whici there was not the 
leatt probability. But, that fome comfort may be derived 
trom every fituation, our dependence on thofe plaufibilities are 
aproof, Behold us, two ladies and myielf, plunged into a fcene 
of troubles, not often, | believe excceded, the parties tu efcape 
with lite. Now did winter exhautt ali its vengeance; all the 
furious efforts of the relentlefs north, all che accumulated 
blatts concentered, thickened with drifts of fnow, feemed le~ 
velled at us alune—no partners in ciflrels—we bad braved the 
jiorm 
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ftorm, and now did we feel its rage. ‘To add to our difmay, 
the wind was full in our faces. *‘* For Heaven’s fake, Ben, 
take care! How you drive! Do not go fo faft.”—“« Why, 
Ben, do you ftop?—Ben!—He does not anfwer—Ben !— 
Mercy deliver. us, he is in-liquor!”? And fo indeea he was. 
How powerful is conviction! How fierce does danger look on 
us when we condefcend to fear her! Winter—a ftorm— 
night—him on whom we depended intoxicated—what a clie 
max! Prudence refumed her feat, but her power had fled with 
‘hope. Here again is room for refleQion.’ 

Here, in a folitary road, with no witnefics but his vilims, 
were the great actions of the heroes of antiquity aped. At 
ene inftant, behold the Roman plunging into the gulph; at 
another, fcc a Fabius, cautious and circum/{pect in the extreme; 
by a performer, in his own opinion, greater than them all. 
As it was impoffible to recede, we had only to pray we might 
efcape. We went at full fpced; and, at one dreadful mo- 
ment, we found ourfelves on the extreme edge of a bank, 
mear which the road pafled, which we have fince found to be 
30 feet in height. How we efcaped,1 know not. A light 
foon after darted through the leaflefs branches, and offered to 
us an afylum. Would any one believe it! The lady refolved 
(and, as we were not owners of the carriage, could not effec- 
tually oppofe her )to proceed: When (never fhall I forget it!) 
the rays grey faint. All hope feemed to expire with them ; 
and that one candle excited more emotion than I ever expe- 
rienced before or fince. 

Our dangers increafed with every ftep; till, at two miles 
from the houfe where we had {cen the light, our troubles to all 
appearance ceafed; for, in a canter we drove up a bank, and 
in an inftant were overturncd. Fortunately the hories ttopped ; 
had they not, that moment would have been our laft: En- 
tangled in the apron, we muft have been torn to-pieces. It 
was fomewhat fingular, we each received a contulion ou our 
foreheads, but no other injury. Before we could difengage 
ourfelves, the fnow almoft ttifled us, and our limbs were nearly 
wlelefs from the cold, The fright feemed to have in fome 
meafure fobered the man, who urged our immediate departure 
in fearch of the noule we had pailed, while he ftaid by the horles 
till he had afiiitance. As the lady whofe imprudeace had oc 
cafioned all our difafters was young and ftrong, it was fettled 
fhe fhould proceed ; and I was to proteét the lady that could 
pot walk to well, ‘ 
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View usnow, wandering we knew not wherc; for, the 
fnow flew in fuch clouds that not five fteps round us were 
vifible ; our cloaths torn and driven before us, the wind howling 
through a thick wood on each fide, and a bed of ice under our 
feet, from which we could not extricatethem. Many fevere 
falls we had ; and, foovercome with terror and cold, that it 
was wonderful we did not lie and fleep our Jaft. After ime 
pediments beyond belief, we again beheld the light; but at that 
inftant I vanifhed ; and no wonder, for I walked intoa cellar 
nine feet deep. It wastoo full of fnowtodread a hurt from 
the fall; but my attempts to emerge were vain, it was per- 
pendicular on the fides, 

As foon as I could explain my fituation to the lady with me, 
who, blinded as we were, could fearcely imagine what had 
become of me, I heard voices, whom we found were coming 
toourrelicf. I was foon releafed, and at laft reached the houfe, 
where to our furprize we found our imprudent friend in a 
fainting fit, with the cufhion of the phaeton at her fect, and the 
family employed in aiding her recovery. They to!d us fhe 
had bounced at the door, which the rufhed into, exclaiming, 
« Oh! the lady and gentleman!” and immediately fainted. 
The good people, terrified at a well-drefled perfon loaded with 
along cloth cloak, and a cufhion on her arms, hardly knew 
what to think, but directly difpatched feveral men to explore 
theroad. Mifs P. could give no account why the had fclected 
the cufhion to encumber herfelf, but by fuppofing it was im- 
prefied upon her mind fhe fhould fave fomething, and that that 
firft prefented itfelf to her grafp. 

We were treated with the utmoft kindnefs by the worthy 
Kennedys, at whofe boufe we were compelled to remain threc 
days and nights, during the moit dreadful fnow ftorm ever 
remembered, which drifted in fuch piles, that in fome places 
it ftood like tremendous precipices, overhanging the walls of 
houfes ; fences were covered, and in many cafes the roads 
were not difcernible at all, ‘The third day our man was dil- 
patched for affiftance, which he obtained, though with the lofs 
of three of his fingers frozen fo as to be taken off. A large 
party of gentlemen collected their tenants and fervants, which, 
with a troop of dragoons, whofe officers offered their afliitance, 
broke the road, extricated us after perils tremendous, and re- 
leafed our anxious friends, who prudently remained bebiad ; 
and we triamphantly entered Potts town, after four days jout- 


ncying 37 miles, 
J. P, MALCOLM. 
Oricut 
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Origin of the Telegraph, with the prefent Improvement 
of the Sails, 


[Literally tranflated from a German Journal, printed at Vienna, 
February 11, 1767.] 


S feveral of the foreign papers {peak of the Corricre Vom 
lante,a machine which conveys intelligence ina few mi- 
nutes from one place to ancther at a great diitance, as a difs 
covery perfectly new, and impute it to two Corfican Ab es of 
the name of Ginlana and Liccia, it is juft to obferve, that this 
is trenching too much upon the fame of the Germans; this are 
being difcovered in Vienna, 26 years ago, by an Imperial vaf- 
fal, till living. He often fpoke freely upon the fur ject, and 
offered to divulge it upon certain conditions ; but, finally, that 
it might not die with him, and before the Corfican difcos 
very was heard of, he communicated it to a particular fricad, 
The world may judge of the claims. 
Defcription of the Flying Courier of Corfica. 

It is a machine by which information may be communicated 
feveral miles with as much precifion, as if a voice was heard, or 
the bufinefs written upon paper. T'o effect it three things are 
neceflary; 1, the place from whence the information is given, 
which we call A. 2, this muft have a view of that to which 
the fame is direéted, diftinguifhed by B, bere a perfon muft 
attend tothe firft machine, who is acquainted with the fignais. 
3, at this place alfothere muft be another of thefe machines ; 
but this information is by no means confined to the places A, 
and 5. but tranfmitted to a proper diftance wherever fuch a 
machine is fixed, provided the fignals are watched. The com- 
munication, according to the prefent plan, may be tranfmitted 
from one machine to another at the diftance of 25 miles, but if 
once thefe machines are furnifhed with certain fails, all that is 
wanting at prefent, the intelligence may be conveyed 50 Ita- 
lian. it is indifierent whether the maciine is worked by day 
or by night, provided the air is not too full of clouds and va- 
pours. And though the whole proceis is performed in the opea 
air, the particulars are a fecret to all but thofe who are en- 
truited with the direction of the machines; thofe who work 
them being as ignorant of the fignals as a ftranger. The ex- 
pedition of the procefs is not lefs remarkable, as above 200 cha- 
racters may be ufed in the courfe of a quarter of an hour, It 
is only neceflary to add that the perfons at cach flation mult be 
careful not to exhibit, unlefs aflured of being mutuzily feen. 


Geo pprdntpe 
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Anecdotes of the late Willam Benfon Earle, Efq. of 
Salifbury. 


HIS refpe€table gentleman died at his houfe in the Clofe, 
‘i in the city of Salifbury, on the 21ft of March, 1796. 
His conduét through life was. uniform and exemplary, and 
united together each focial and religious duty; he was 
a fincere friend, an honeft man, and a good Chriftian, His 
remains were privately interred in the parifh church of New- 
ton-toney, near thofe of his anceltors. Asa manof litera- 
ture, and a friend to the arts and {ciences, he has bequeathed 
200 guineas to the Royal Society; to the Socicty of Anti- 
quarians the fame fum; and to the Prefident of the Society 
eftablifhed for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, &c. 
another like {um of 200 guineas for the purchafe of books for 
the public libraries of the faid three refpectable focieties; to 
the Bath Agricultural Society he has given 100 guineas, 
The following bequetts wil] evince the generofity and good- 
nefs of his heart: Wifhing to add a beauty to the many 
which now adorn one of the fineft Gothic ftruQures in the 
world, he has bequeathed 400 guineas for erecting a window 
of painted glafs in the weft nave of Salifbury Cathedral. 
From his general love of mufic, and partiality to the Salifbury 
Concert, he has left an annual fum of five gdincas, for ten 
years, towards its fupport; and a further fum of 150 guineas 
for the three next triennial mufical feftivals after his deceafe, 
To the three hofpitals eftablifhed in Winchefter, Salifbury, 
and Briftol, 100 guineas; to the refpective parifhes of the 
Clofe, St. Edmund, St. Thomas, and St. Martin, in Salifbury, 
50 guineas each; for different charitable purpofes in the parith 
of Grately, Hants, 400 guineas; to the parifh of North{toke, 
in Somerict, 30 guineas. He has likewife bequeathed 2000 
guineas to Bithop Seth Ward’s College of Matrons in the 
Clofe of Sarum. 


Anfwer, by F Turner, of Langport, to T. D's Charade, inferted 
December 7. 


HE poifonous plant you had in view 
Mutt be the NIGH T-SHADE, f0 adieu. 


*{* We have reccived the like anfwer from J. K. of Lang- 
port; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; W. Goyne, of Lifkcard ; 
VoL. XXVII, 687. 2¥ B. C. Fowler, 
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B. C. Fowler, of Chard Academy; J. Sanders, of Bodmin; 
J. Sibly, near Bodmin; M. Long, of Taunton; and J. S. 
Field, of Staverton. 








A CHARADE, by F. Hancock, of Exeter. 


H’ Olympic games, ye prying bards, explore, 
And view my active firft on Greecia’s fhore, 

When fam’d Corcebus, like light’ning from the tkies, 
In full blown vigour gain’d the wifh’d for prize. 
T’ wards Bofworthefield then caft a wifhful eye, 
And hear, oh hear! a tyrant Monarch cry, 
«© A kingdom for” my next, vain cry indeed, 
Thy crown is loft, and thou art doom’d to bleed. 
What hopes, what fears, in fome alternate rife ! 
What founds difcordant fill the vaulted fkies, 
Ere that my whole has been its deftin’d fpace, 
But hold—enough’s defcrib’d my name to trace. 





fn ENIGMA. 


RE the foundations of the earth were laid, 
When chaos ruled with univerfal (way, 
And wild d:forder, I with jarring elements 
Lay blended. But when light, and earth, and fkies, 
And the long catalogue of things that are, 
Were by th’ Omnipotent to order cail'd. 
Obedient to his mandate I appeared ; 
And where he order’d I my courfe dire&ted, 
To ferve man’s moft important purpofes. 
Tis I prepare his food, and fill his coffers 
With treatures, and his mouth with Juxuries, 
The produce of thofe countries moft remote. 
Tho’ oft within the footy mine I’m found, 
And the moit fervile offices perform, 
Yet when | pleafe ] mount th’ aerial way, 
(i:xuiting far above low mortals’ reach) 
On the light pinions of a folar ray 5 
And oft detcend with moft impetuous force, 
Before my face difpatching fiery heralds; 
Or when bis leaden {ceptre Morpheus {tretches 
O’er the creation, with lenient wings defcend, 
And fcatter genial bleMings all around, 


9 POETRY, 





